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in

forethought to set him to letters and liberal studies : more-
over with playful praise he was wont to call the boy his "little
bishop.0
It came to pass one night that the land was troubled by
an invasion of enemies, and all the able men of the town
rushed in haste to arms,   Which, when the boy saw, and when
he heard the tumult, he wailed aloud and besought a safe
asylum, asking that he might be carried to the church; where-
in, with a marvellous spirit of prophecy, he presaged that the
peace of the Church and the immunities of God's House
should be most firm and sure,   When all men heard these
words of his, the tumult ceased, for they pondered this boy's
speech in their hearts, and, discussing among themselves, they
recalled with amazement that his words promised them greater
safety in this remote church, exposed to the blasts of heaven
and to the hazards of chance, than in any city crammed with
men and arms and well fortified with towers and walls,.*.
In these first days, therefore, the boy was no little hindered by
the companionship of his brethren, who played with him on
holidays and extolled with all their might the business of their
knightly profession, for a boy*** manners are formed by those
who dwell with him*   Wherefore he was slow indeed to profit
by the teaching that they set before him.   At length, however,
he was much moved by the rebuke and instant correction of
the then Bishop of St Davids (who was his own uncle), David,
of pious memory; and also by two clerks of the same bishop,
one of whom rebuked him by declining the adjective " durus,
durior, durissimus," and the other "stultus, stultior, stultis-
simus," which insult stirred him deeply, so that he began to
profit more through shame than the rod, finding in this dis-
grace his most efficient preceptor,   Afterwards, therefore, he
was so wrapped in the vehemence of his studies that within
a short time he far surpassed all his schoolfellows of the
same age in his native land*   In process of time he thrice
crossed the sea to France for the sake of further study and
profit, and studied in three stages of seven years in liberal
learning at Paris, until at length, rivalling the most excellent
preceptors, he taught there the Trivwm with great success,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